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Introduction - Contents and Structure 

The aim of these reports is to provide a broad overview of key performance indicators in the FIBA U17 and 
U19 Women and Men World Cups, Senior Women and Men World Cups and Olympics for Women and Men. 
Additionally, this analysis was broadened by including the data for both Men (NBA) and Women (WNBA) as a 
comparison benchmark. 

The International Basketball Federation (FIBA) and the World Association of Basketball Coaches (WABC) 
would like to acknowledge Dr Markus Klusemann from Munich, Germany and also colleagues from the NBA, 
Chris Ebersole, Rebecca Higgitt and Tim Skinner for their astute insights, collaboration and compilation of 
these excellent reports on behalf of the FIBA WABC. 

All data was collated into one extensive database and analysed using data analytics software (Tableau). 

The reports are structured into five sections:  

1. Team analysis of the most recent FIBA event

The team analysis involves a comparison in the box score statistics of the Top 4, Middle 4 and Bottom
8 ranked teams. Both the accumulated team statistics as well as a bar graph highlight key factors that
differentiate higher from lower ranked teams.

2. Individual player performance analysis of the most recent FIBA event

Player performance is being highlighted by three categories – Scoring (Points per Game), effective
FG% (eFG%) and efficiency (EFF). This information can highlight the playing level required for top
international players.

3. Longitudinal comparison of shooting and competition of all FIBA events since 2008

The longitudinal comparison involves three shooting categories; 3-pt shooting, shot location and
shooting efficiency. The changes in these statistics over time can help guide the coach in evaluating
the importance of specific scoring options for team preparation, as well as for future development of
players. Additionally, a game analysis gives an overview of the percentage of close, balanced and
unbalanced game outcomes which can help guide the planning and preparation for tournament
competition.

4. League comparison statistics between FIBA and NBA/WNBA competition

League comparison statistics show the differences in various performance indicators between the
FIBA competitions and as appropriate the NBA or WNBA professional leagues. The NBA/WNBA
league data is adjusted to 40min playing time to comply with the FIBA playing time for a standardised
comparison. Playoff games were chosen as these match the demands of international FIBA
competition more closely than regular season games. For the junior FIBA competitions this
comparison can provide valuable insight into the performance gap that needs to be overcome in the
development of elite junior basketball athletes. For the senior competitions, the data can highlight
differences in the various formats and help professional coaches best prepare their athletes for their
respective competition. Each of these sections concludes with brief key points for coaches, support
staff and administrators to consider.
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5. Appendices including shot distribution by team, in addition to distribution of various statistics
by position over time.

The appendices highlight the distribution of various statistics by team and by position over time. This
information provides deeper insight into the performances of different playing positions and indicates
trends in the style of play required by guards, perimeter and post players.

Sections 1 to 4 conclude with brief key points for coaches, support staff and administrators to consider. 

We hope that this information will provide insights for both senior and junior coaches in developing their 
athletes and teams to higher levels of competition.  

We also hope that these FIBA Descriptive Analytics Reports 2020 assist and encourage further enquiry and 
analysis and in particular promote the effective application of this data for highest level basketball competition. 

Andreas Zagklis  Patrick Hunt 
Secretary General President 
FIBA  World Association of Basketball Coaches (WABC) 

Chairman 
FIBA Technical Commission
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FIBA U17 Basketball World Cups 
FIBA U17 Women’s Basketball World Cups (2010, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018) 
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FIBA U17 Basketball World Cups 
FIBA U17 men’s Basketball World Cups (2010, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018) 
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FIBA U19 Basketball World Cups 
FIBA U19 Women’s Basketball World Cups (2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) 
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FIBA U19 Basketball World Cups 
FIBA U19 men’s Basketball World Cups (2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) 
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FIBA Basketball World Cups 
FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cups (2010, 2014, 2018) 
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FIBA Basketball World Cups 
FIBA men’s Basketball World Cups (2010, 2014, 2019) 
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Olympic Games – Basketball Tournament 
Olympic Games: Tournament for Women (2008, 2012, 2016) 
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Olympic Games – Basketball Tournament 
Olympic Games: Tournament for Men (2008, 2012, 2016) 
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